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the excellences of Har Gobind, whose lineage they
gave, on the enormous respect in which his father
was held, and on the splendour they had witnessed
in the Guru's city. Chandu was not pleased at
hearing the Guru's praises, and said, ' Do you think
him equal to me ? What if he hath many followers ?
He liveth on offerings, which is an ignominious form
of livelihood. If the offerings come, the cup is held
straight ; if they do not it is reversed. He sitteth
and watcheth, and even if wealth cometh, his
kitchen can with difficulty be supplied. He hath
no store of money. Such wealth is like a mountain
stream. Whatever he appeareth to possess, he is
in reality only a beggar, while I am the Emperor's
Minister by whom millions of money are collected
and millions of law-suits decided. What power
hath he ? while on the contrary none can reverse my
order. Moreover the Guru's caste is inferior to
mine. 0 'Brahman, I have tested thy wisdom and
knowledge in this matter. Thou desirest to put the
ornamental tile of a top story into a gutter. Where
am I, imperial Financial Minister ? and where is the
Guru, though he may be an object of veneration to
his followers ? I think he must have stuffed you both
with sweets l that you come to me and propose an
alliance with his family/

Chandu's wife who had been listening said,' My lord,
we have been searching for a husband for our daughter
for the last two years, and no family hath yet pleased
thee. Of the boys thou hast seen none hath remained
unbetrothed or unwedded. At last we must wed our
daughter somewhere. She cannot always remain
with us. Wherever she is married, it must be into a
family beneath ours. Thou art the greatest minister
in this empire. As everybody boweth before thee,
so doth everybody bow before the Guru. Therefore
let the matter be now concluded. If our daughter
enter the Guru's house she shall be called the revered

1 This is a euphemism for a bribe.